
 
 
 
 

The Minister Search Committee 
is delighted to invite you to participate in 
Candidating Week – April 28th to May 6th 

 
Rev. Charles Dieterich 

The Committee’s Candidate for Minister for our Congregation 
 
After a thorough and very interesting search process, we unanimously present Rev. Charles 
Dieterich for your consideration as minister. He is completing a three-year developmental 
ministry at the Unitarian Church of Norfolk, VA. Prior to Norfolk, he served as a ¾ time Contract 
Minister near Atlantic City.   
 
Rev. Charlie was raised Unitarian in what he describes as a “vibrant congregation full of 
tradition and enthusiasm.” He describes himself as a “Serenity Prayer Unitarian” and a “God Is 
Love Universalist.” He states that he is a believer in the holiness of the spirit, the breath, and 
the awe of the ministry of life. In his sermons he has drawn from all corners of the UU sources 
and principles and states that he has a great respect for a wide variety of belief systems.   
 
The calling for ministry came later in his life; his first career was doing advanced engineering for 
new electronic systems. When the calling to ministry came to him as he developed talents for 
community activism and creating beloved community, he attended Starr King School for 
Ministry.  During his ministry education he had the opportunity work with ministries in New 
Orleans struggling after Hurricane Katrina, as well as the Veterans Administration Hospital in 
Palo Alto, CA, working with veterans with PTSD. He also is part of the UU Trauma Response 
Ministry. 
 
Rev. Charlie’s describes his call to ministry as having two components – Service and Beloved 
Community. In terms of service, he hopes to preach what he has learned of social justice and 
coordinate congregational work within the UUA and the local community. He has been involved 
in social justice activities such as LGBT rights, ableism, the environment, homelessness, mass 
incarceration, Black Lives Matter, hunger, Islamophobia, and climate change. In terms of 
developing beloved community, he hopes to serve as a minister that has the responsibility of 
leading the congregation’s spiritual life, including worship services, celebrating rites of passage, 
providing pastoral care, and representing the congregation and UU in the community.  
 
What is Candidating? 
 
The terms "candidate" and "candidating" have long been used in Unitarian Universalist circles. 
For those who may find these terms unclear, here are a few words of explanation. 



 
The "candidate," in the UU sense, is the minister the church's Ministerial Search Committee has 
chosen, pursuant to the congregation’s charge to them, for the pastoral leadership of the 
congregation. Our committee's choice is the Rev. Charles Dieterich. 
 
"Candidating" is the process by which the congregation meets the candidate and, as far as 
possible in the time available, becomes acquainted with his/her personality and professional 
capabilities. At the end of the candidating period, the congregation, at a formal meeting, votes 
to ratify or to reject the committee's choice. 
 
During this "candidating" week, Rev. Charlie will give the sermons on April 29 and May 6. 
Between those dates there will be a number of opportunities to meet and talk with him. Our 
candidate' schedule for that week will be outlined in the May Beacon, in emails with subject 
“meet Reverend Charlie,” and on the UUCE website.  
 
Keep in mind that Rev. Charlie will not present a program of any kind at the various meetings 
scheduled, unless noted. His purpose will be to listen and get to know us and our areas of 
concern and interest. 
 
There are two main purposes behind the activities chosen for candidating week. The obvious 
one is for us to meet and get to know the candidate. Equally important is the opportunity 
afforded the candidate to meet us and learn about our committees, our practices, our whole 
operating structure. (It has happened, though not often, that a candidate has rejected a 
congregation−after candidating week). 
 
We sincerely hope that you will warmly welcome Rev. Charlie when he visits us. We encourage 
everyone to participate in the various opportunities which will be offered that week to meet 
him.  
 
Brief Schedule for April 28th-May 6th. 
April 28th  Arrival  
April 29th to May 6th   Sunday sermon, an evening pot luck supper, small group activities (to be 

scheduled), Sunday sermon  
May 6th    Congregational Meeting after the Sermon 

The sole purpose of this meeting is to vote on calling the Rev. Charlie to be our 
minister. Those present and holding voting membership may vote. 

 
 
Sincerely,  
The Minister Search Committee 


