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November 5       Who are Unitarian Universalist Christians? 
 Speaker:  Lynne Stephens 
 
In a world with an abundance of vastly different people, U.U. 
Christians walk the middle road. Part heretic, part Christian, - they 
are a unique blend of believers who separate the wheat from the 
chaff, and live in harmony with those of differing faiths.                
Musicians:  James Pearson, Lin Lang Su, Hannah Olenrewaju.   
 

November 12     An Abundance of Blessings     
 Speaker:  Rev. Beth Marshall  

There is an old saying that goes something like:  ñThe butterfly 
counts not days, but moments, and has time enough.ò  Those 
lines call us to search out and cherish todayôs blessings. This 
morningôs  service will celebrate those blessings ï large and 
small.   Musician:  Jackson Froman. 

November 19        Abundantly Wise        
 Speaker:  Rev. Beth Marshall 

Our elders have within them an abundance of wisdom and power 
to share with the community.  This morningôs service celebrates 
that wisdom, and includes a special ñOne-time Only Womenôs 
Choirò singing Holly Nearôs ñ One Thousand Grandmothers.ò   

During this service, we will also share bread, symbolizing the 
abundance of our community.  Please feel free to bring a loaf of 
bread to share. Musician:  Jackson Froman and the UUCE Choir. 

November 26  Abundance      
 a video sermon by Rev. Angela Herrera, First Unitarian 
  Church of Albuquerque, NM (bio. on page 7). 
 
Is abundance only defined as having as much of something as 
you could possibly want?  Do we have a myth about scarcity?   
Leigh Kostis, Service Coordinator.  Musician:  Jackson Froman. 
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Mission                                                            

                                                     

INSPIRE, CONNECT, ACT                                                              

We are a vibrant and inclusive        

religious community. 

We:                                           

*INSPIRE personal and spiritual growth;                                                      

*CONNECT in fellowship and  service;                                                              

*ACT for peace and justice. 

Vision                                                                                             

We will:                                                     

*Share the wisdom of our  guiding                

principles and nurture all  who come  

seeking personal and spiritual growth.                

*Be a welcoming, inclusive, and       

expanding religious congregation with  

diverse ideas and  beliefs reflected in  our  

services and  programs.                 

*Establish ourselves as a strong   

presence in the region through                              

greater community engagement. 

Covenant                                              

We:                                           

*Covenant to promote a culture of  

compassion and acceptance in our 

relations with each other.                                  

*Promise to listen with the intent to               

understand and to  communicate in an 

honest and respectful manner, even when 

we disagree.                             

*Acknowledge that conflict is an          

opportunity for growth. 
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MINISTERôS MUSINGS 

It is often said that there are two kinds of people in the world.  
Without debating the accuracy of that statement, I do often see our 
congregations divided along the lines of those who define their 
lives in terms of scarcity and those who define it in terms of              
abundance that shows up in all sorts of sneaky ways. How many 
have heard:   ñOh, we have never had enough people to do 
thaté.ò  or ñWe donôt have the money to take on that projecté.ò or 
ñOur space is too limitedé?ò  While there may be historical           
precedence for those statements, I would like to suggest another 
way, a counter-intuitive perspective. 

While we may not have had enough people, or money, or              
classrooms, or parking spaces to do Project X in the past, if those  
same projects or events or undertakings are clearly reframed  
within our churchôs vision,  the resources will follow.     

It is the difference between believing that there will never be 
enough, and seeing the abundance in what we have right now ï 
and working from there.  

Even the most fiscally secure and largest congregations donôt 
have ñenoughò people  or money or space or time. Itôs not about 
that.  Itôs about how a congregation and its leaders see them-
selves.  Can they recognize the abundance of all they have, and 
have learned to work from that point by tying it back to the                
mission.  It demands creative problem solving, learning new ways 
and rethinking some of the old ways.    

Changing how we perceive ourselves is difficult; changing               
behavior even more so.  But it can be done. The question is, are 
we collectively up to the task?   

I vote yes.  

~Rev. Beth 
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PRESIDENTôS PONDERINGS 

  о 

Donôt Forget:   

The October UUCE Congregational Meeting                                
October 29 at 12 noon. 

 

 

The UUCE Committee structure and the Search Committee              
continue to occupy my attention. Normally, this time of year we 
offer a Committee Fair. Tables are normally set out in the  
Olympia Brown room with information about each committee. 
Because of a lack of numbers, this has been overtaken by the 
need to streamline and analysis of cross-duties . A                
congregation of our current size has problems filling all the 
available named committees. Also, the  ability of  members to 
attend meetings appears to have been greatly diminished by 
the demands of our culture and lifestyles. Our congregation 
broadly supports most events organized by committees. The 
meeting and planning, however,  are taking a hit. Rev. Beth has 
placed a graphic display of Committees and Tasks to be           
described by committee members and the by-laws on the  
Olympia Brown bulletin board. We hope this graphic display will 
help in this process.  

The search process for a full-time minister is up against the 
wall!  November is the deadline for the congregation to submit 
the bid for a permanent minister.   At the October 29                  
congregational meeting, board member Melanie Hetzel-Riggin 
will lead a discussion of our choices in the search process.  
Yes, we have arrived VERY late for this process!  

Fall was my mom's favorite time of year.  Take time to enjoy the 
season.  

~Doug 



BOOK CLUB 

 

The BOOK CLUB will 

not meet in             

November.                  

We'll hold our     

Christmas gathering 

at 7 p.m. on   

Wednesday,          

December 6 at the 

home of Edie Cultu 

(456-5406).  

Please note that this 

is the first                

Wednesday of the 

month. We'll have 

our annual (silly) 

book exchange.  

Bring a                         

favorite  Christmas 

story, poem or carol 

to share  

NOTES FROM THE RE CHALKBOARD 

 There are so many things to share with you, it's hard to pick where 
to start.  One of the blessings of being the Director of the Children 
and Youth programs is that I get to learn about our Principles and 
Sources through your children's eyes.  Each year, they inspire me 
in ways I  didn't imagine.  Thank you for your commitment to this 
program and for their regular attendance in classes. 

Part of this year's program is focused on service learning                  
opportunities.  The Board of Directors and I agreed that we want 
the  children and teens to learn more about the inner workings of a 
small, congregational community and how important volunteering is 
in order to make our congregation viable. Kudos to our teens and 
middle school students for hosting two coffee hours in the month of 
October. They learned about the hard work behind preparation and 
clean up associated with this weekly community time.   Elementary 
program students also had a visit from the Erie Area Rabbit and 
Rescue Society and have started their donation drive.  They were 
asked to bring in paper towels, garbage bags, newspaper, and/or 
monetary donations at least once per month. After the holidays, we 
will start our fundraiser for EARS. 

This month, the Board of Directors will announce the Guest 
at  Your Table Program.  Stay tuned for details, as all of the             
children are asked participate in this National UU program. 

Thinking ahead:  Our multigenerational holiday service, Chalica, 
will be celebrated on December 3.  This is a service led by our           
elementary and middle school children. We've already started with 
learning new music for this event.  Prior to Thanksgiving, your child 
will be assigned a part for the service.  I NEED TO KNOW ASAP IF 
YOUR FAMILY IS UNABLE TO ATTEND/PARTICIPATE IN THIS 
SERVICE! Elementary and middle school children need to arrive 
by 9:40 a.m. on December 3 for a rehearsal prior to service.            
Chalica began in 2010 as a way to honor our UU Principles by          
reflecting on one Principle each day during the first week of          
December.  Our Religious Education program, led by Willow              
Hurlburt in 2011, created this multigenerational service to reflect on 
all Seven Principles.  It is a medley of music, readings, stories, and 
so much more.  We hope to see you there. 

Finally, it appears that as I extend monthly pleas to volunteers, the 
nursery continues to be staffed.  For November and December, 
most Sundays need volunteers.  Please contact me ASAP to           
volunteer for this room.  For Thanksgiving Sunday, Christmas 
Eve's evening service, and New Year's Eve, please consider that 
these holidays will be minimally staffed or may not be staffed at all 
for children's or nursery programs.  Please watch for                           
announcements prior to the Sunday Service for updates.  Many of 
our volunteers, just like you, have family obligations for the                     
holidays.  I will announce if programs will be held as soon as I have 
this information to share. Thank you to all that volunteer for all our 
RE services and classes. 

  

~Susan Galle-Boyko  
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FILM SCREENING 

Al Gore's new documentary 
ñAn Inconvenient Sequel: 
Truth to Powerò will be 
shown on TV screens in our 
sanctuary on Thursday, November 9, 7 p.m.   

 

Free admission.  Co-sponsors include the  Environmental Book 
Club, UUCE ACT team/ Social Responsibility Com., the Lake Erie 
Group of the PA Sierra Club Chapter, and Lake Erie Region           
Conservancy. 

 

ñAn Inconvenient Sequelò is a 2017 documentary directed by Bonni 
Cohen and Jon Shenk about former U.S. Vice President Al Gore's 
continuing mission to battle climate change. The film, a sequel to 
ñAn Inconvenient Truthò (2006), addresses the progress made to 
tackle the problem and Gore's global efforts to persuade               
government leaders to invest in renewable energy, culminating in 
the landmark signing of 2016's Paris Agreement. 
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I am calling a special meeting of UUCE members on Sunday,      
December 10, at 12 noon to discuss and vote on a motion for our                     
Congregation to endorse a proposed City of Erie Ordinance  
changing the legal penalty for  possession/use by an adult of 
small amounts of marijuana from a misdemeanor to a               
non-traffic citation.  

Such motion will be presented jointly by our Adult Education                 
Committee.  According to our by-laws, a quorum and an 80          
percent majority affirmative vote are required to approve such 
motion.   

~Doug Russell  

NOTICE 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vice_President_of_the_United_States

