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THEME FOR NOVEMBER:  ABUNDANCE 

Sunday Services— start at 10:30 a.m. and last approximately 60-75 minutes.   

November 5       Who are Unitarian Universalist Christians? 
 Speaker:  Lynne Stephens 
 
In a world with an abundance of vastly different people, U.U. 
Christians walk the middle road. Part heretic, part Christian, - they 
are a unique blend of believers who separate the wheat from the 
chaff, and live in harmony with those of differing faiths.                
Musicians:  James Pearson, Lin Lang Su, Hannah Olenrewaju.   
 

November 12     An Abundance of Blessings     
 Speaker:  Rev. Beth Marshall  

There is an old saying that goes something like:  “The butterfly 
counts not days, but moments, and has time enough.”  Those 
lines call us to search out and cherish today’s blessings. This 
morning’s  service will celebrate those blessings – large and 
small.   Musician:  Jackson Froman. 

November 19        Abundantly Wise        
 Speaker:  Rev. Beth Marshall 

Our elders have within them an abundance of wisdom and power 
to share with the community.  This morning’s service celebrates 
that wisdom, and includes a special “One-time Only Women’s 
Choir” singing Holly Near’s “ One Thousand Grandmothers.”   

During this service, we will also share bread, symbolizing the 
abundance of our community.  Please feel free to bring a loaf of 
bread to share. Musician:  Jackson Froman and the UUCE Choir. 

November 26  Abundance      
 a video sermon by Rev. Angela Herrera, First Unitarian 
  Church of Albuquerque, NM (bio. on page 7). 
 
Is abundance only defined as having as much of something as 
you could possibly want?  Do we have a myth about scarcity?   
Leigh Kostis, Service Coordinator.  Musician:  Jackson Froman. 
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Mission                                                            

                                                     

INSPIRE, CONNECT, ACT                                                              

We are a vibrant and inclusive        

religious community. 

We:                                           

*INSPIRE personal and spiritual growth;                                                      

*CONNECT in fellowship and  service;                                                              

*ACT for peace and justice. 

Vision                                                                                             

We will:                                                     

*Share the wisdom of our  guiding                

principles and nurture all  who come  

seeking personal and spiritual growth.                

*Be a welcoming, inclusive, and       

expanding religious congregation with  

diverse ideas and  beliefs reflected in  our  

services and  programs.                 

*Establish ourselves as a strong   

presence in the region through                              

greater community engagement. 

Covenant                                              

We:                                           

*Covenant to promote a culture of  

compassion and acceptance in our 

relations with each other.                                  

*Promise to listen with the intent to               

understand and to  communicate in an 

honest and respectful manner, even when 

we disagree.                             

*Acknowledge that conflict is an          

opportunity for growth. 

7180 Perry Highway, Erie        Mail to:  PO Box 3495        814-864-9300 



MINISTER’S MUSINGS 

It is often said that there are two kinds of people in the world.  
Without debating the accuracy of that statement, I do often see our 
congregations divided along the lines of those who define their 
lives in terms of scarcity and those who define it in terms of              
abundance that shows up in all sorts of sneaky ways. How many 
have heard:   “Oh, we have never had enough people to do 
that….”  or “We don’t have the money to take on that project….” or 
“Our space is too limited…?”  While there may be historical           
precedence for those statements, I would like to suggest another 
way, a counter-intuitive perspective. 

While we may not have had enough people, or money, or              
classrooms, or parking spaces to do Project X in the past, if those  
same projects or events or undertakings are clearly reframed  
within our church’s vision,  the resources will follow.     

It is the difference between believing that there will never be 
enough, and seeing the abundance in what we have right now – 
and working from there.  

Even the most fiscally secure and largest congregations don’t 
have “enough” people  or money or space or time. It’s not about 
that.  It’s about how a congregation and its leaders see them-
selves.  Can they recognize the abundance of all they have, and 
have learned to work from that point by tying it back to the                
mission.  It demands creative problem solving, learning new ways 
and rethinking some of the old ways.    

Changing how we perceive ourselves is difficult; changing               
behavior even more so.  But it can be done. The question is, are 
we collectively up to the task?   

I vote yes.  

~Rev. Beth 
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PRESIDENT’S PONDERINGS 
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Don’t Forget:   

The October UUCE Congregational Meeting                                
October 29 at 12 noon. 

 

 

The UUCE Committee structure and the Search Committee              
continue to occupy my attention. Normally, this time of year we 
offer a Committee Fair. Tables are normally set out in the  
Olympia Brown room with information about each committee. 
Because of a lack of numbers, this has been overtaken by the 
need to streamline and analysis of cross-duties . A                
congregation of our current size has problems filling all the 
available named committees. Also, the  ability of  members to 
attend meetings appears to have been greatly diminished by 
the demands of our culture and lifestyles. Our congregation 
broadly supports most events organized by committees. The 
meeting and planning, however,  are taking a hit. Rev. Beth has 
placed a graphic display of Committees and Tasks to be           
described by committee members and the by-laws on the  
Olympia Brown bulletin board. We hope this graphic display will 
help in this process.  

The search process for a full-time minister is up against the 
wall!  November is the deadline for the congregation to submit 
the bid for a permanent minister.   At the October 29                  
congregational meeting, board member Melanie Hetzel-Riggin 
will lead a discussion of our choices in the search process.  
Yes, we have arrived VERY late for this process!  

Fall was my mom's favorite time of year.  Take time to enjoy the 
season.  

~Doug 



BOOK CLUB 

 

The BOOK CLUB will 

not meet in             

November.                  

We'll hold our     

Christmas gathering 

at 7 p.m. on   

Wednesday,          

December 6 at the 

home of Edie Cultu 

(456-5406).  

Please note that this 

is the first                

Wednesday of the 

month. We'll have 

our annual (silly) 

book exchange.  

Bring a                         

favorite  Christmas 

story, poem or carol 

to share  

NOTES FROM THE RE CHALKBOARD 

 There are so many things to share with you, it's hard to pick where 
to start.  One of the blessings of being the Director of the Children 
and Youth programs is that I get to learn about our Principles and 
Sources through your children's eyes.  Each year, they inspire me 
in ways I  didn't imagine.  Thank you for your commitment to this 
program and for their regular attendance in classes. 

Part of this year's program is focused on service learning                  
opportunities.  The Board of Directors and I agreed that we want 
the  children and teens to learn more about the inner workings of a 
small, congregational community and how important volunteering is 
in order to make our congregation viable. Kudos to our teens and 
middle school students for hosting two coffee hours in the month of 
October. They learned about the hard work behind preparation and 
clean up associated with this weekly community time.   Elementary 
program students also had a visit from the Erie Area Rabbit and 
Rescue Society and have started their donation drive.  They were 
asked to bring in paper towels, garbage bags, newspaper, and/or 
monetary donations at least once per month. After the holidays, we 
will start our fundraiser for EARS. 

This month, the Board of Directors will announce the Guest 
at  Your Table Program.  Stay tuned for details, as all of the             
children are asked participate in this National UU program. 

Thinking ahead:  Our multigenerational holiday service, Chalica, 
will be celebrated on December 3.  This is a service led by our           
elementary and middle school children. We've already started with 
learning new music for this event.  Prior to Thanksgiving, your child 
will be assigned a part for the service.  I NEED TO KNOW ASAP IF 
YOUR FAMILY IS UNABLE TO ATTEND/PARTICIPATE IN THIS 
SERVICE! Elementary and middle school children need to arrive 
by 9:40 a.m. on December 3 for a rehearsal prior to service.            
Chalica began in 2010 as a way to honor our UU Principles by          
reflecting on one Principle each day during the first week of          
December.  Our Religious Education program, led by Willow              
Hurlburt in 2011, created this multigenerational service to reflect on 
all Seven Principles.  It is a medley of music, readings, stories, and 
so much more.  We hope to see you there. 

Finally, it appears that as I extend monthly pleas to volunteers, the 
nursery continues to be staffed.  For November and December, 
most Sundays need volunteers.  Please contact me ASAP to           
volunteer for this room.  For Thanksgiving Sunday, Christmas 
Eve's evening service, and New Year's Eve, please consider that 
these holidays will be minimally staffed or may not be staffed at all 
for children's or nursery programs.  Please watch for                           
announcements prior to the Sunday Service for updates.  Many of 
our volunteers, just like you, have family obligations for the                     
holidays.  I will announce if programs will be held as soon as I have 
this information to share. Thank you to all that volunteer for all our 
RE services and classes. 

  

~Susan Galle-Boyko  
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FILM SCREENING 

Al Gore's new documentary 
“An Inconvenient Sequel: 
Truth to Power” will be 
shown on TV screens in our 
sanctuary on Thursday, November 9, 7 p.m.   

 

Free admission.  Co-sponsors include the  Environmental Book 
Club, UUCE ACT team/ Social Responsibility Com., the Lake Erie 
Group of the PA Sierra Club Chapter, and Lake Erie Region           
Conservancy. 

 

“An Inconvenient Sequel” is a 2017 documentary directed by Bonni 
Cohen and Jon Shenk about former U.S. Vice President Al Gore's 
continuing mission to battle climate change. The film, a sequel to 
“An Inconvenient Truth” (2006), addresses the progress made to 
tackle the problem and Gore's global efforts to persuade               
government leaders to invest in renewable energy, culminating in 
the landmark signing of 2016's Paris Agreement. 
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I am calling a special meeting of UUCE members on Sunday,      
December 10, at 12 noon to discuss and vote on a motion for our                     
Congregation to endorse a proposed City of Erie Ordinance  
changing the legal penalty for  possession/use by an adult of 
small amounts of marijuana from a misdemeanor to a               
non-traffic citation.  

Such motion will be presented jointly by our Adult Education                 
Committee.  According to our by-laws, a quorum and an 80          
percent majority affirmative vote are required to approve such 
motion.   

~Doug Russell  

NOTICE 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vice_President_of_the_United_States


Rev. Herrera will deliver a video sermon, Abun-
dance, on Sunday, November 26, 2017. 
 
Rev. Angela Herrera is the senior minister of the 
First Unitarian Church of Albuquerque, New Mexico.  
Rev. Herrera is originally from Oregon where she 
developed her UU faith and had an early passion for 
social justice and a deep love for the people of her 
working class neighborhood growing up.  These ex-
periences continue to inform her ministry and theol-

ogy.  She completed a Master of Divinity degree from Harvard University and 
was ordained in 2009.  She is drawn by the inspiration of Unitarian Universal-
ism’s Jewish and Christian roots, as well as humanism’s ultimate responsibility 
for what must be done in the world.  Rev. Herrera “seeks not just to think 
about God but to experience God” in a variety of ways with people, nature, the 
arts, prayer and stillness. She and her husband, Carlos, are the parents of a 
son and daughter. 
  

BIOGRAPHY OF REV. ANGELA HERRERA 
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It’s time for the annual SafeNet Christmas gift program, when we make the   
holidays a little merrier for women and children after experiencing domestic  
violence. Here’s what you need to do to join in:  By mid-November, there will be 
gift wish lists on the tables during social hour. Notice each gift recipient is            
identified by a number, and whether it’s a mom/boy/ girl, the child’s age, and 
the gift each person has requested. Then decide which gift you’d like to           
provide.  

Come to the table in the back of the Olympia Brown room and pick the              
ornament for the gift you want to purchase. Listed in numerical order, they will 
be easy to locate. Be sure to leave your contact information on the sign up 
sheet; we must know who has each ornament. Bring the purchased gift back to 
UUCE by mid December, wrapped or unwrapped.   

 
PLEASE BE SURE TO SECURE THE ORNAMENT TO THE GIFT SO IT 
GOES TO THE CORRECT RECIPIENT!   

 
Thanks for your unending generosity. Questions: Michele Rupp 490-5976.  

ANNUAL SAFENET GIFT 
PROGRAM 
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MESSAGE FROM THE ADULT EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

 

Last March, we kicked off a series of group discussions of The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the 
Age of Colorblindness, a book by Michelle Alexander about racism implications of mass incarceration that 
has afflicted our country in recent decades, with a viewing of a documentary film, 13

TH
.  Our goals were 

“to increase understanding of what is happening and to find pragmatic ways of dismantling the structures 
of racial inequality that guarantee white privilege.” 

 

At our Sunday Services on Sept. 3 and 24, as well as in Weekend News articles, you’ve been kept up to 
date on progress toward those goals and on one action step in particular.  In collaboration with Keystone 
Progress (Erie Chapter) and others, we co-sponsored a public forum on “Casual Marijuana Use: A Crime 
or a Civil Infraction?” on Oct. 26 at the Jefferson Educational Society. 

 

A panel of speakers at the forum discussed benefits and concerns of a proposed City of Erie ordinance 
making possession or non-medical use of small amounts of marijuana a summary offense instead of a 
misdemeanor.  Currently, being sentenced to jail for using small amounts of marijuana is one of the  
causes of mass incarceration. 

 

At a special meeting after the Sunday Service on December 10, we’ll be asking UUCE members to sup-
port a motion for our Congregation to go on record endorsing such a decriminalizing Ordinance in the 
City of Erie.  To provide more information and answer questions in advance, we scheduled a 
“Marketplace of the Mind” session after the Sunday Service on Nov. 19. 

 

Note: five cities in Pennsylvania now have ordinances decriminalizing casual use of marijuana.  Cannabis 
Crackdown, a recent report by ACLU PA, includes this summary of the effect of the 2014 ordinance in 
Philadelphia. 

The city implemented a municipal civil offense for possession of less than 30 grams of marijuana 
and enforced it in lieu of the commonwealth’s misdemeanor offense. Thus, Philadelphia County 
saw a resulting drop in adult marijuana possession arrests of more than 88 percent between 2010 
and 2016.  

 While Philadelphia represented a positive example of overall arrests declining with strident             
decriminalization efforts, racial disparities figured prominently in arrests following the decline. In 
2016, Black Philadelphians were about 3.4 times more likely to be arrested than white                  
Philadelphians, even though Blacks and whites use marijuana at about the same rates. 

 

The ACLU report reveals how Pennsylvania police are clamping down on marijuana users -- especially 
on people of color.  See UUCE’s Weekend News for an Executive Summary of the report; hard copies of 
the full report will be available to pick up after Sunday Services. 



  

The Consciousness Raising Committee of Anti-Mass Incarceration Group is sharing, with             

permission, highlights from the Executive Summary of the recently published research report by 

ACLU PA, Cannabis Crackdown:  As marijuana acceptance grows, Pennsylvania cops clamp 

down on marijuana users — and especially on people of color.  We share this information in our 

ongoing effort to provide information on one of the reasons for mass incarceration, namely the 

arrests for small amounts of marijuana use, that can lead to prison time and a felony record. 

 
EXECTUTIVE SUMMARY HIGHLIGHTS: 

*This report examines marijuana arrests and arrest rates by race in all 67 Pennsylvania              

counties from 2010 to 2016.  

*The report finds that between 2010 and 2016, there were nearly 178,000 marijuana-related  

arrests in Pennsylvania, nearly 80 percent of which were for possession.  

*Adult marijuana possession arrests decreased slightly when looking at all 67 Pennsylvania 

counties over the last seven years, by less than five percent. That decrease, however, was due 

largely to a remarkable drop in enforcement in Philadelphia. Philadelphia decriminalized                  

marijuana in October 2014.  

*Eliminating Philadelphia’s extraordinary decreases and looking only at Pennsylvania’s other 66 

counties, marijuana arrests surged…numbers for adults and juveniles combined increased by 

nearly 25 percent between 2010 and 2016. Total possession arrests for adults alone increased 

by more than 33 percent commonwealth-wide when Philadelphia’s numbers were not included.   

*In 2016, Black Philadelphians were about 3.4 times more likely to be arrested than white            

Philadelphians, even though Blacks and whites use marijuana at about the same rates. In 2016, 

African-Americans were 8.2 times more likely to be arrested for marijuana possession in             

Pennsylvania than white people.  

*In all, this report concludes that Pennsylvania’s crackdown on marijuana — like the larger War 

on Drugs that’s been waged on communities across the country for decades — is a failure.  

*It does little other than unfairly burden people with unnecessary criminal charges and expand 

the nation’s system of mass incarceration — the jail-and-prison boom that has unfairly targeted 

and locked up young, African-American men… Pennsylvania needs to end its cannabis            

crackdown. It must legalize, tax, and regulate marijuana. Any other solution is inadequate. 

While our local efforts are to decriminalize marijuana and the report recommends legalizing it, 
the information provides a powerful rationale for doing either.  During November, the Weekend 
News will have additional information for our reflection.    Thank you for reading. 
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“CANNIBIS CRACKDOWN”  INFORMATION PROVIDED 



 

Secretary: 

Joanne Davis                               

Office Hours:  

Mondays 8-11 a.m., 

Tues, Wed & Thurs                               

8 a.m. until 1 p.m.,               

Leave Voice               

Messages   

814-864-9300 

Please direct all mail to:   

P.O. Box 3495, Erie, PA 16508 

We’re On The Web! 

uuerie.org 

The Beacon is published monthly.   

We welcome your suggestions  

and submissions.   

The deadline for articles for the             

December issue is                                                   

Saturday, November 18.                               

Send submissions to:                                 

Joanne@uuerie.org. 

Beacon Editor/Layout:  Joanne Davis 

Content Review: Dr. Regis T. Sabol 

To receive future newsletters via                 

e-mail link or through the mail, please 

register with Joanne at  864-9300 or    

Joanne@uuerie.org.                                   

Remember, you must register                                           

to receive a newsletter.                        

@uuerie 

UUCE Thursday Email Updates 

Every Thursday an update of UUCE events and 

news for the week is sent out via email. 

If you would like to be included on the UUCE email 

mailing list, please contact  Joanne@uuerie.org 

before 9:30  a.m. Thursdays.  

"Please join our Facebook 
page, Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation of Erie! Here 

you can find Sunday Service 
announcements, upcoming 

events, conversations, 
words of inspiration and 

much more." 
For  additional information, 

please contact Kristin 

Maguire at 

(krisspins@aol.com). 

November Birthdays   

   

03—Nanci Lorei   27—Cathi Zelazny 

07—Donna Martin   28—Lynne Rhodes 

11—Christine Cedzo   30—Rebecca Olanrewaju 

13—Justine Julian 

14—Karen Prather 

17—Kevin Cedzo 

17—John Daly -King 

21—Steve Sullivan 

    

     

  

Service Attendance: 

10/01/17—”The Heresy of Universalism”—Rev. Charles Brock—81 adults. 

10/08/17—”You Say “Heretic” Like It’s a Bad Thing” - Rev. Beth—42 adults,  

                   16 children. 

10/15/17—”Between Heresy and a Hard Place” - Rev. Beth—64 adults, 15 children. 

10/22/17—Arianism and Docetism—Bob Rhodes—59 adults, 18 children. 

 

Reverend Beth Marshall 

minister@uuerie.org 



November 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

Screening of         

“An Inconvenient            

Sequel”  7 p.m. 

Sunday Service  

10:30 a.m. 

 Potluck lunch 

after the service 

Sunday Service  

10:30 a.m. 

Sunday Service  

10:30 a.m. 

Upper Room Lunch 

Assembly after the 

service 

Sunday Service  

10:30 a.m. 

Buddhist           

Sangha 7 p.m. 

PFLAG 7 p.m. 

Buddhist           

Sangha 7 p.m. 

Buddhist           

Sangha 7 p.m. 

Erie Moot 7 p.m. 

Buddhist           

Sangha 7 p.m. 

Erie Philharmonic       

Chorus 6:30-9 p.m. 

Homeschool Group 

12-2 p.m. 

Board Of              

Trustees 5 p.m. 

Sunday Services 

6 p.m. 

Girl Scouts             

6:30-8 p.m. 

Memory Café           

1-3 p.m. 

Erie                       

Philharmonic 

Chorus                  

6:30-9 p.m. 

Erie                       

Philharmonic 

Chorus                  

6:30-9 p.m. 

Erie                       

Philharmonic 

Chorus                  

6:30-9 p.m. 

Finance Committee              

4:30 p.m. 

Girl Scouts             

6:30-8 p.m. 

Adult RE 7-9 p.m. 

Memory Café           

1-3 p.m. 

Whispering Lake Grove 

Ritual of Thanksgiving      

5 p.m. 

Atheist and  

Agnostic               

Community 

6:30 p.m. 

Atheist and  

Agnostic               

Community 

6:30 p.m. 

Atheist and  

Agnostic               

Community 

6:30 p.m. 

QiGong                 

9:30-10:30 a.m. 

Alcoholics  

Anonymous 

8:30 a.m. 

Young Adult Con                     

8 p.m.-8 a.m. Sunday 

Alcoholics  

Anonymous 

8:30 a.m. 

Service Auction 

5:30-8:30 p.m. 

RPG Game Day  

1-7 p.m. 

QiGong                 

9:30-10:30 a.m. 

Listening and           

Reflecting  Session                     

12:15 p.m. 

Caring Team Card 

Blitz during coffee 

hour. 

Whispering Lake 

Grove business              

meeting 5 p.m. 

Alcoholics  

Anonymous 

8:30 a.m. 

Marketplace of the Mind 

after the service 


