
Mission                                                            

                                                     

INSPIRE, CONNECT, ACT                                                              

We are a vibrant and inclusive        

religious community. 

We:                                           

*INSPIRE personal and spiritual growth;                                                      

*CONNECT in fellowship and  service;                                                              

*ACT for peace and justice. 

Vision                                                                                             

We will:                                                     

*Share the wisdom of our  guiding                

principles and nurture all  who come  

seeking personal and spiritual growth.                

*Be a welcoming, inclusive, and       

expanding religious congregation with  

diverse ideas and  beliefs reflected in  our  

services and  programs.                 

*Establish ourselves as a strong   

presence in the region through                              

greater community engagement. 

Covenant                                              

We:                                           

*Covenant to promote a culture of  

compassion and acceptance in our 

relations with each other.                                  

*Promise to listen with the intent to               

understand and to  communicate in an 

honest and respectful manner, even when 

we disagree.                             

*Acknowledge that conflict is an          

opportunity for growth. 

UUCE Board                                                          

Co-Presidents: 

Heather Steinbrink & Doug 

Russell 

UUCE Board Secretary: 

Deb Haire 

UUCE Board Members: 

Lynne Brown 

Bob Guthrie 

Roberta McCall 

Mary Zuck 

  

The Beacon 
Sunday Services begin at 10:30 a.m. and last approximately 60-75 minutes. 

7180 Perry Highway, Erie        Mail To:  P.O.. Box 3495, Erie, PA 16508        814-864-9300    uuerie.org 

  

May 
2016 

May 1     “Orange is the New Black” 
  Speaker: John Hargreaves 
John has worked in the corrections field for 35 years, running a group home for 
alcoholics and an Outward Bound type program for juvenile delinquents, and 
serving as a Juvenile Court consultant.  For almost a decade, he has been           
Director of Volunteers for the PA Prison Society (www.prisonsociety.org).   You 
will learn how the prison industry finally is getting the attention it deserves.  
Musician: Jackson Froman.  Potluck lunch after the service. 

Susan Galle-Boyko and Melanie Hetzel-Riggin will be wrapping up any      
previous lessons that we still need to finish. Mary Desmone and Jack Blount 
will meet with the teens to wrap up projects. 

May 8       “Compassion and Caring”                                            
  Speaker:  Bob Rhodes 
We all have transformative moments of both giving and receiving, compassion 
and caring--listening to someone for their sake, hugging a friend or child,              
feeling and sharing someone else’s suffering-- transformative moments that let 
us get outside ourselves. Sometimes that is all that is needed. Yet, there is      
another element to caring– knowing what to do to lessen the suffering.                      
Musician:  Jackson Froman. 

No RE Classes, as most of our volunteers will be with family for the holiday. 
We may or may not have nursery service as well. 

May 15      “Turnaround: Personal Stories                             
                                      of Healing and Change” 
Guest speakers Carla Storrs and Jill Varner will share their personal stories of 
compassion and healing as they turned difficult circumstances into fulfilling 
lives.  Please see the biographies of our guest speakers on page 7.                        
Service Coordinator: Leigh Kostis.  Musicians:  James Pearson, Hannah 
Olanrewaju, Rebecca Olanrewaju . 
 
Susan Galle-Boyko and Deb DiPlacido will host a game day with our youth, 
themed around our principles and sources. The teens are in the service with 
Leigh Kostis and Doug Russell. 

 
May 22     “Pity Us Poor Immigrants”                                                  
  Speaker:  Regis T. Sabol, PhD 

America is a nation of immigrants.  The inscription on The Statue of Liberty 
declares, “Give us your tired, your poor, your huddled masses yearning to be 
free.”  As political demagogues inflame the xenophobic fires of hatred, fear, and 
mistrust, we will explore what it means to be an immigrant and how our Seven 
Principles enshrine that experience.  We will also reflect on Unitarian              
Universalism’s support for immigrants “yearning to be free.” 

There are no RE classes.  Children and teens are invited to attend the Sunday 
Service with their families.   

 May 29    “Unshrinking God : Opening Ourselves Up”             
  Speaker:  B. Herbert. 

Musician:  Jackson Froman. 

Teacher and Student Appreciation Sunday!  The school aged class will have 
their end of the year party in their normal classroom.  Teens are invited to 
attend if they like. During social hour, the teachers will be honored by our 
children. What a great school year we had! 

Theme For May:  Compassion and Healing 

http://www.prisonsociety.org


The Oil City satellite will hear and reflect on the last  in a series of talks on the 
theme of "Change" by Rabbi David Horowitz at  Summer Institute 
2014.  "Change" has been a constant in  Hebrew theology and history as it is in 
Unitarian Universalism.   We gather at 1:30 p.m. on May 15, 2016, in the 
Bookstore at the Latonia, 1 East First Street, Oil City. 

  

PAM’S PEACE 

OIL CITY NEWS 

 

At my last Sunday Service, I mentioned that the Closing Words would 
be a bit longer than usual because there were quite a few things I    
wanted to say.  Hence, you could remain seated.  All was going well – 
in fact, so well that I didn’t see the Closing Words at the appropriate 
time.  Di and I were in the car before she asked me what happened to 

the Closing Words.  Hmm.  So here they are, my expression of gratitude for all the 
extraordinary work that many of you have given to the congregation this year.  You 
can be proud.  

Thank you for the hospitality you show guests and those who are curious about this 
congregation with such a long name. We are noticing the returns.  

Thank you for the enormous amount of work that many of you bring on a regular 
basis.  

Thank you for keeping your building and grounds in such good shape.   

Thank you for the behind-the-scenes efforts that are so important but seldom 
acknowledged. Still, you forge on because you are not doing it for praise.  But,               
believe me, you are to be praised. 

Thank you for the kindness and understanding that you shave shown me once we 
realized that I was losing some of my little grey cells. Those in leadership worked 
with me to figure out what I could still do, and how we could adapt to make the 
best of this unexpected situation.  I am so grateful for that. 

Hopefully, in the times we have been together, I have let you know in more ways 
than one that what you and those before you have created here is something quite 
amazing in the world of Unitarian Universalism.  You’re proactive.  You address  
issues as they come up. You’re on a solid, steady path.  

My prayer for you will always be that you continue to be your best selves– it’s pretty 
awesome. 

In these nine months we have shared something of a miracle dream.                   
Hold to the Dream.    ~Rev. Pam 
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We will continue to conduct our annual stewardship campaign throughout this month.  This is the 
time of year when we show how much we value our congregation and how important it is to us to 
prepare for the congregation’s future. 

We have the potential to help our congregation grow in its financial resources and membership as 
well as in the services we offer to our own congregants and to our community.  We can aid in this 
growth by serving our congregation with love and by giving of our financial pledges.  You will be  
receiving a pledge form which we ask you to fill out and return to the church office by May 15.   If 
you have any questions, please contact us. 

During our pledge drive, you will be asked to make a generous pledge to help carry us into the future 
years of our congregation.  We have made great gains this past year.  We have gained new friends and 
welcomed back old ones.  We have improved our Sunday services and involved our teens and           
children in meaningful activities.  We have increased our involvement in the community and had        
joyful occasions for our own congregants.   

Let’s continue this positive growth!  Let’s continue these acts of love for our congregation and the 
people in our community!  Please give as best as you are able to support the financial health of our 
congregation.  Please do your best to give, love, and grow!  Thank you! 

The Stewardship Team of Leigh Kostis and Edie Cultu 

GIVE, LOVE, GROW 

2016 UUCE STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN 



NOTES FROM THE RE CHALKBOARD 
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 May Book Club   

Meets Wednesday, May 25 at 7:30 p.m. at the home of 

Ann Townsend (864-1645).   

We will discuss the novel Moo by Jane Smiley.   

Greetings Everyone!  

This is our last month for Youth Religious Education!                                        
How time has flown by. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At this year’s Earth Day service, our children and teens were  honored.             
Between service projects, liturgy composition/participation, and the Mandala 
Project, our youth have been thriving and working hard for our community.  
I commissioned Richelle’s Therapy and Jewelry Arts, a business owned by 
our very own Richelle Sheenan-Kohler, to create a token that our youth can 
keep to honor them and their hard work.  Her artistically-talented son, Cai 
Kohler, created this image (shown below) that was used in the necklaces/key 
chains that were made and distributed at the end of the Earth Day Service.  If 
you get the Beacon via email, you will be able to see the beautiful colors used 
in this charm. If your child or teen was not in attendance during this service, 
please have them see me on any Religious Education Sunday so I can give 
them their token. 

~Susan Galle-Boyko 



The web work group is building the new web site on Flywheel using the UUA 
theme.  Diane Guthrie has set up the header and main menu and dropdowns, and 
we have added some content.  Thanks to the Buddhist Sangha, Book Club,               
Memorial Garden, Children and Youth Religious Education and Memory Cafe 
for contributing content for their pages.  Setting up the internal links and                  
inserting photos and figuring out how to create buttons and utilize some of the 
plugins are the next challenges. If you can write a few  paragraphs about                     
Marketplace of the Mind, Pathway to Membership,  Act Team goals and tasks, 
Green Sanctuary goals and tasks, and Connect Team and  Inspire,  please send 
your words to Dixie (leemorow@verizon.net) and we will fill out the                            
pages.  Photos are also welcome; images magnify the impact of words.  As Diane 
observed, the UUA outreach team has devoted thousands of hours to developing 
and testing the theme and we want to make the fullest possible use of it.                 
~Dixie Morrow 

  

HOSPITALITY NEWS 

CONNECT TEAM NEWS 
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Special thanks to Roberta McCall and Deb and Rick Haire for their friendly 
work and talent in our kitchen. 

Lynne Brown and Bryan Hed are each hosting a Little Dinner in May or 
June.  If you would like to share a fine, fun evening with a few other 
UUs,  look for the sign-up sheet in the OBR.   

We will not have a Potluck Lunch on the first Sunday in June.  We will have 
a  Potluck Lunch on June 26, following our special service for unveiling the 
new mandala and honoring Fred Beebe. Some Beebe family members will 
be here,  joining us for the service. 

Hospitality Committee will serve simple beverages on most Sundays if there 
are no hosts signed-up.  Please sign up if you are available to host on any                    
Sunday.  Thanks! 

A Security Idea:   As a courtesy, please don't leave anyone alone in our 
building, without their knowledge and okay.  Last people out should walk 
together, make sure everyone is in their car, and moving toward the              
highway. 

~Mary Zuck 

mailto:leemorow@verizon.net


 

The Sunday Services Committee has been working on creat-
ing “transformative worship” services since January.  We have 
read the book by Rev. Kathleen Rolenz and Wayne Arnason, 
Worship That Works. We had a video conference with Rev. 
Rolenz and have been following many of their                           

recommendations about transformative worship.  They have identified 14 elements that 
should appear in a Unitarian Universalist service which, over time, will connect with            
congregants in a way that is transformative. Transformative worship in Unitarian                    
Universalism is “the common spiritual practice of UU’s…each of the elements points    
toward spiritual practices in which we might engage throughout the week.  
[Transformative worship] happens because participation in a religious community and in 
corporate worship involve people…[making] a difference in how they live their lives at 
work, in their families and in their private experiences.” [Rolenz & Arnason]. Many in our 
congregation have said they want a meaningful message on Sunday that will carry them all 
week long, until we meet again. 
 
To that end, the committee has developed a template designed to incorporate as many of 
the elements as possible into each service. The template is patterned on what is both     
traditional and new for UUCE.  Our goal is to be deliberate in our planning and delivery 
of each service.   
 
We will begin each service with a ringing of the outside bell at 10:25.  This is a signal for 
congregants to move into the sanctuary.  Since we no longer have spoken announcements, 
the announcements for the week will be displayed on the video monitors and in the order 
of service. The announcements will be followed by a short musical interlude to help us 
quiet our minds for the formal service to follow at 10:30.  Service content will continue to 
vary week to week, as always, but the structure will remain the same.  We are asking              
everyone to remain in the sanctuary through the postlude, after which we will thank the 
musicians. 
 
The Sunday Services Committee is always grateful for your feedback.  Please tell us what 
you think! 
 
Committee members: Leigh Kostis, Chair; Steve Sullivan, Janet Krack, Mary Desmone, 
Jim Wise, Al Richardson, Willow Hurlburt, Tom Schlaudecker, and Bob Guthrie, Board 
Liaison 
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FROM THE SUNDAY SERVICES COMMITTEE 



Jill Varner:                                                                                                                                            
 My husband and I have five wonderful children ranging in age from 13-21.  We enjoy                       
spending time with our two dogs and camping.  I have been the assistant director at Saint Benedict 
Center for six years.  Early Childhood is my passion, as I have the opportunity to touch the lives of 
the family and children in my program.  

Deacon Carla Storrs:                                                                                                                                                
 I am married and a mother of four adult children and grand mother of fifteen.  I am a dea-
con at Greater Calvary Full Gospel Baptist Church. I am pursuing my Masters in Social Work at 
Case  Western Reserve University and I am employed at Safe Harbor Behavioral Health as a   
Blended Case Manager.  

  

BIOGRAPHIES OF OUR GUEST SPEAKERS ON MAY 15 
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Come and be a part of our largest and                
longest-running fund-raising effort.  There’s 
something for everyone to help with during  
setup week (June 12-16) and on Sale days.  
Let’s make this our biggest and best sale 
yet! 

After the Service on Sunday, June 12, we’ll 
clear out the building – putting away all our 
“church” stuff.  From Monday to Thursday, 
we’ll collect and accept item  donations… 
and sort, display, and price them.  It’s our 

annual “all hands on deck” week-long party, and everyone’s welcome!   

Please fill out a volunteer sign-up sheet and come play with us as often as you can – 
there will be lots of laughter, food, fun, and financial gain for the budget.  

We accept new and gently used items of every type: furniture, clothing, toys, house-
hold items, kitchen gadgets, big and small appliances, blankets, pet supplies, sporting 
goods, suitcases, jewelry, books, cd/dvd’s, yard tools, gardening stuff, plants…..  just 
about anything!!! (no non-flat screen TV’s or computer monitors please)   Pick-up of 
items is available if  necessary.  See the Garage Sale information table in the Olympia 
Brown Room for sign-up sheets & more details.  Can’t wait to see you all in June !!!   
Contact Lynne Stephens with questions 868-1438. 

As you do your seasonal change-over of “stuff”…  STOP!!  Don’t throw it away!!  If 
you have something that can be donated to our GARAGE SALE, we’ll take it!   Box 
it, bag it, or tag it – we’ll take it in June.  If you absolutely can’t store it until then, 
contact Lynne  Stephens. 

I wonder what treasures we’ll discover this year??    

Please help us get started on this year’s endeavor.   



  

  

Please direct all mail to:   

P.O. Box 3495, Erie, PA 16508 

  

  

Secretary: 

Joanne Davis                               

Office Hours:   

Tues, Wed & Thurs                               

8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Friday 8 a.m. to 11 a.m. 

We’re On The 

Web! 

uuerie.org 

Leave Voice Messages   

814-864-9300 

UUCE Thursday Email Updates 

Every Thursday an update of UUCE events and 

news for the week is sent out via email. 

If you would like to be included on the UUCE email 

mailing list, please contact  Joanne@uuerie.org 

before 9:30  a.m. Thursdays.  

@uuerie 
Calling all Facebook Fans!  

Come and be our “fan.”   Our                

congregation now has its own  

Facebook page that shares            

information,  upcoming events,  

conversations, and  inspiration.  

Search for “Unitarian                     

Universalist Congregation of 

Erie” and check us out.  Your                      

contributions and comments 

are welcomed.  For  additional             

information, please contact             

Kristin Maguire at 

(krisspins@aol.com). 

The Beacon is published monthly.   

We welcome your suggestions  

and submissions.   

The deadline for articles for the             

June issue is Saturday,                 

May 21. 

Send submissions to:                                 

Joanne@uuerie.org. 

Beacon Editor/Layout:  Joanne Davis 

Content Review: Dr. Regis T. Sabol 

Board Liaison:  Mary Zuck 

To receive future newsletters via                 

e-mail link or through the mail, please 

register with Joanne at  864-9300 or    

Joanne@uuerie.org.                                   

Remember, you must register                                           

to receive a newsletter.                        

May Birthdays   

 01—Tom Schlaudecker 

01—Barbara Mountaintop 

01—Larry Wander 

07—Carolyn Lynn 

08—Mary Lubowicki 

13—Hannah Olanrewaju 

14—Gabriel Makowski 

20—Kelly Rodland  

20—Deb Haire 

28—Walter Toperzer 

30—Melanie Hetzel-Riggin 

31—Carolyn Rhodes 

 

Service Attendance: 

03/06/16—Reflection on Resilience—B. Herbert—67 adults, 14 children. 

03/13/16—Aging With Grace—Rev. Dr. Pam Allen-Thompson—no attendance data. 

03/20/16—When I Grow Up/Before I Die… - Liz Yount and Mary Desmone—40 

adults, 9 children. 

03/27/16—Rolling Away the Stone—Rev. Dr. Pam Allen-Thompson—47 adults, 7 

children. 



May 2016 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

Sunday Service 

10:30 a.m. 

Sunday Service 

10:30 a.m. 

Sunday Service 

10:30 a.m. 

Sunday  Service 

10:30 a.m.               
Potluck lunch after 

the service hosted by        

the  Hospitality     

Committee 

Whispering Lake Grove Beltaine 

Service  5:30 p.m. 

Sunday Service 

10:30 a.m. 

Whispering Lake Grove 

business meeting 5 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha 

7 p.m. 

Erie Moot 7 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha 

7 p.m. 

PFLAG 7 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha 

7 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha 

7 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha 

7 p.m. 

Homeschool 

Group 12-2 p.m. 

Homeschool 

Group 12-2 p.m. 

Homeschool 

Group 12-2 p.m. 

Homeschool 

Group 12-2 p.m. 

Homeschool 

Group 12-2 p.m. 

Girl Scouts           

7-8 p.m. 

Girl Scouts           

7-8 p.m. 

Finance Committee 

4:30 p.m. 

Board of Trustees 

5:30 p.m. 

Fiber Arts Circle 

6-9 p.m. 

Fiber Arts Circle 

6-9 p.m. 

Memory Café          

1-3 p.m. 

Memory Café          

1-3 p.m. 

Atheist and Agnostic 

Community                  

6:30 p.m. 

Atheist and Agnostic 

Community                  

6:30 p.m. 

Atheist and Agnostic 

Community                  

6:30 p.m. 

Atheist and Agnostic 

Community                  

6:30 p.m. 

Alcoholics Anonymous 

8:30 a.m. 

Alcoholics Anonymous 

8:30 a.m. 

Alcoholics Anonymous 

8:30 a.m. 

Alcoholics Anonymous 

8:30 a.m. 

QiGong and Tai Chi     

9-10:15 a.m. 

QiGong and Tai Chi     

9-10:15 a.m. 

QiGong and Tai Chi     

9-10:15 a.m. 

QiGong and Tai Chi     

9-10:15 a.m. 


