
   The Beacon 
Sunday Services start at 10:30 a.m. and last approximately 60-75 minutes.    

Theme for February:  Peace 
 

Check out the Bulletin Board by the Name Tag Rack for February’s Question of the 

Month:   What brings you Joy?    

February 5  “The Myth of White Innocence” 

This service will look at race from the notion of the myth of white innocence.  This 

was described in Rev. Bill Sinkford’s sermon at General Assembly, and in his article 

in the UUA World Magazine.  The service leaders, Mary Desmone and Dave             

Szymanowski, will share their personal journeys on this topic.  The service will also 

include a few brief video presentations.  
Melanie Hetzel- Riggin, Abby Texter, and Edie Cultu will host the “Souper Bowl” with the 

school age children, weighing our congregation’s food donation to the Millcreek Pantry.   

Congregants should bring their food donations directly to Classroom B.  Leigh Kostis and Doug 

Russell will begin Unit 5 with UU and Theology with the Coming of Age program.  

 

February 12   “The Many Faces of Love”    Rev. Beth Marshall 
Peace in the world begins with peace in our own hearts.  Today’s service lifts for 

consideration some of many kinds of love that bring us closer to peace in our hearts.  

In the school age classroom, Deb Haire will lead a lesson on Buddhism and Yoga assisted by 

Lynne Brown and Susan Galle-Boyko.  

 

February 19     “Love Prepare Me”   Rev. Beth Marshall   
Peace in our world moves  closer to reality when we begin to build  relationships 

outside of our own comfort zones.  The UU College of Social Justice sponsors           

learning/services trips to the Eco-Villages of Haiti; each trip is an opportunity put our 

faith into action that makes a real difference.                                                                              

In the school age classroom, Susan Galle-Boyko and Kat Wolper will host a lesson on our 

theme of Mind, Body, and Spirit. Melanie Hetzel-Riggin and John Galle-Boyko will continue 

Unit 5 lesson with the Coming of Age program.  

February 26     “Nonviolence and Just Peace: Framework for a Just and  
         Peaceful World “     
Guest speaker: Sister Anne McCarthy, OSB 

Sister Anne participated in the Nonviolence and Just Peace: Contributing to the 
Catholic Understanding of and Commitment to Nonviolence international conference 
in Rome last April, the genesis of this year’s World Day of Peace message. See page 
7 for her biography.                                                                                                                                 
Roberta McCall and Susan Galle-Boyko will host a lesson surrounding our theme Mind, Body, 
and Spirit in the school age classroom. 
  

February 2017 
  

Mission                                                            

                                                     

INSPIRE, CONNECT, ACT                                                              

We are a vibrant and inclusive        

religious community. 

We:                                           

*INSPIRE personal and spiritual growth;                                                      

*CONNECT in fellowship and  service;                                                              

*ACT for peace and justice. 

Vision                                                                                             

We will:                                                     

*Share the wisdom of our  guiding                

principles and nurture all  who come  

seeking personal and spiritual growth.                

*Be a welcoming, inclusive, and       

expanding religious congregation with  

diverse ideas and  beliefs reflected in  our  

services and  programs.                 

*Establish ourselves as a strong   

presence in the region through                              

greater community engagement. 

Covenant                                              

We:                                           

*Covenant to promote a culture of  

compassion and acceptance in our 

relations with each other.                                  

*Promise to listen with the intent to               

understand and to  communicate in an 

honest and respectful manner, even when 

we disagree.                             

*Acknowledge that conflict is an          

opportunity for growth. 

 Minister: 

Reverend Beth Marshall 

 

President: 

 Doug Russell 

 

UUCE Board Secretary: 

Roberta McCall 

 

UUCE Board Members: 

Lynne Brown 

Bob Guthrie 

John Boyko 

Mary Zuck 

Wendy Ormond 

7180 Perry Highway, Erie               Mail To:  P.O.. Box 3495, Erie, PA 16508             814-864-9300            uuerie.org 



  

Minister’s Musings 
The following remarks were delivered by Reverend Beth Marshall during the Women’s Sister March in Erie,             

Pennsylvania.  This historic gathering was held on Saturday, January 21, 2017 in cities and towns all over the globe, 

drawing millions of people into the streets to voice their support for kindness and equal rights for all citizens,        

regardless of gender, faith, orientation or disability.    

 

Long before I was a grandmother and an ordained minister, I was a young woman and a young mother --  with many  

questions and concerns about my own reproductive health.    Fortunately, my faith community respected me enough 

to teach me early and comprehensively about sexuality in ways that were based in fact, expansive in their scope, and 

radically inclusive (even back in the l970s).   Since then, the program has evolved into the one currently offered  to 

children, youth and adults in many Unitarian Universalist congregations.  

  

We believe that sexuality is one component of the human experience, that we  need different levels of information at 

different times in our lives, and we need a safe place to ask our most embarrassing questions. Comprehensive              

education about human sexuality was and continues to be a sacred gift and, in my mind, a right.  

 

Beyond “the facts,” I learned that I had the capacity to make my own decisions regarding reproductive issues.  Over 

the years, I sought counsel from professionals, friends and respected elders, but  ultimately I learned that  my body 

has always been my responsibility. I believe it is also my right – a right I do not want taken away from me or from   

anyone else.    

             

I am blessed to be part of a faith tradition which is grounded in respect – respect for the inherent worth and dignity of 

all people. We believe that genuine respect is core to the health of all relationships.  Not just for Unitarian                     

Universalists. Not just for women. For all people.  

 

As a woman, as a mother and grandmother, and as a minister I share my belief that a woman’s right to make            

decisions regarding her own health and reproduction is hers and hers alone. Respect of this kind acknowledges the 

complexity of each situation and does not presume that one answer is appropriate in all situations. Respect of this 

kind means not imposing my opinions on someone else, nor presuming that I know what best. Respect of this kind 

means being open to listening to diverse opinions and being willing to learn from others with whom I may                

vehemently disagree.   

 

I wasn’t yet in middle school when the Supreme Court  handed down Roe vs Wade.  If memory serves, a number of 

the older girls in our school were running around with student surveys for the school paper:  Were we for abortion?    

Were we against abortion?   Seriously?   

 

My classmates and I were 11 years old, which in l973 terms was pretty darn innocent. Most of my friends hadn’t had 

their first periods. None of us had been kissed yet.  Pregnancy was an abstract concept at best. In fifth grade, we    

didn’t know how to frame the bigger questions. We didn’t have the capacity for a nuanced conversation that           

addressed  individual or family  circumstances, failed birth control or  the health and well-being  of the mother. Those 

early questions and conversations were cut and dried—you were for abortion or against abortion.   

Back in l973, I thought it was a simple question. I didn’t know better.     

 

I know better now.    And, it is no longer l973.    

 

Today, as informed adults we understand better the complexity and nuance.  And, we still have much to learn. We 

understand that no two situations are identical.    We understand better that the conversation includes a spectrum of 

issues  and questions around reproductive health and sexuality.  
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Student Support 
Opportunity 

Gannon's Office of       
English Language and 
Global Training is looking 
to see if families might be             
interested in hosting an 
international student as 
part of a homestay                 
program.  
 
Please take the time to 
fill out the  following  
survey, if you would like 
more information:    
https://
www.surveymonkey.com
/r/JYH5JY7  
 
You can also contact 
Margo Wolfe for more 
information at 
wolfe029@gannon.edu 
or 814-871-7398 
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We understand better the relationship between accessibility to sex education and affordable 

birth control and a     decrease in the need for safe and legal abortions.  

 

Which brings us to today, as we stand together at a fragile moment in our nation’s history.   

Many women and immigrants and refugees and people of color, many who identify as gay,  

lesbian, bisexual, transgender and queer, many who are poor , who live with health conditions 

and accessibility issues, and many who struggle with mental health issues  believe we can no          

longer trust that our best interests or our constitutional rights, or our most personal decisions 

will be protected or respected by new restrictive legislation or some of our elected officials.    

We know this  is not OK.  And we are here to speak up!    

 

We are at a time when the level of community discourse is slipping with frightening speed back  

to a time when insults were the norm,  when racial and sexual slurs were acceptable, and when 

discrimination was legal based on the color of our skin or whom we loved.   

We know that is not ok. And we are here to speak up!  

 

Among us and around us are individuals who fear for their very lives and the lives of their 

spouses and partners and children. Some fear losing their access to affordable health care and 

birth control.   Others fear deportation.  The fears are real.   

 

We know this is not OK, and we are here to speak up.   

   

The preacher in me will tell you there is hope, that there is always hope.  

 

Those of us gathered here, and all our sisters and brothers marching  in rallies across the      

country, and all those who could not march today but are with us in spirit, are the people who 

can do the work that is needed in this moment.  

 

We are the ones who can speak up when we hear words of hate.  

  

We are the ones who can step in in protect those who are vulnerable. 

 

We are the ones who can remind our co-workers and neighbors and family members that the 

conversation around sexuality and reproduction is far more complicated and nuanced than it 

was on those schoolyards in l973.   

 

We are the ones who can write the letters to our elected officials, and who can walk beside our 

friends and sisters as they wrestle with some of the most difficult decisions they might ever 

make.  

 

We are the ones whose task it is to create safe, healing  places – sanctuaries for the body and 

spirit.   

 

There will always be work to do for those who are in a position to do it.  

 

To quote beloved author and poet Alice Walker, “we are the ones we have been waiting for.”  

We are the ones we have been waiting for.   

 

But the time of waiting is over.   We are here.       The time is now.   There is work to be done 

and we are here to do it.  

 

Thank you, and Amen  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/collect/list?sm=x_2F3KZqEDa4quIUIzEy7uZqQfX8fuqWJE_2FgBFQlZiMZ0_3D
https://www.surveymonkey.com/collect/list?sm=x_2F3KZqEDa4quIUIzEy7uZqQfX8fuqWJE_2FgBFQlZiMZ0_3D
https://www.surveymonkey.com/collect/list?sm=x_2F3KZqEDa4quIUIzEy7uZqQfX8fuqWJE_2FgBFQlZiMZ0_3D
mailto:wolfe029@gannon.edu


Notes from the RE Chalkboard 

Greetings everyone!  This program continues to grow and 
astonish me month by month.  Where  attendance usually 
drops this time of year, we are experiencing record attendanc-
es.  Thank you to all the children and teens who want to be 
here for classes, the families that make sure they are here, and 
to the volunteers who are faithful in their commitment to this program. 
 
I  especially want to thank my regular nursery staff.  Lin Lang, Becca, Sharon, and Donna graciously work two 
times a month in the nursery.   We appreciate your devotion to the children who need this service (and look 
forward to their favorite teachers always being available for them). 
 
We witnessed an all-time high attendance record in the school age classroom in January with 18                      
children.   Amazing!  We were lucky enough that day to have three teachers in the room to help not only with 
the crowd,  but to assist any young children who needed to use the bathroom (Our ages range from               
kindergarten through tween years in this room .  With the diverse population, we can use more help).   
 
With four months left in the program, it is IMPERATIVE that we still have three teachers in that  classroom.  If 
you are on the sub list or if you are already a teacher and would like to pick up an extra shift, we need one 
more teacher for the third Sunday and fourth Sundays of February.  I am also looking for a third teacher for the 
fourth Sunday in February.  If we don’t have volunteers by then, I will have to troll the crowd on that day,            
begging for that third person helper. I don't like to corner people like that, but if I have ten-plus kids that day I 
will ask for a third person. I realize the program is more than halfway over, and I don't want to burn out any 
teachers, but summer break is coming.   Could you add one extra shift?   There are only five spots to fill total in 
these four months. Thank you for all your hard work.   
 
The Coming of Age program remains consistent with its attendance and with the hard work of the students 
and teachers.  With their lessons in discovering Unitarian Universalism, and discovering themselves, I am          
happy to see our teens growing and thriving with each passing class.  Remember that it will be mid-June when 
they have their service to share with the whole congregation how much they have learned about themselves. 
 
I also want to acknowledge that with this school year, and with the mix of experiences we have in the          
classrooms, teachers are given opportunities to pick their own lessons outside of the regular curriculum.  Some 
have created their own lessons from scratch and some have used the UU Tapestries of Faith lessons.  All  
choices have been inspirational. Some are veteran teachers, who tap into their known strengths. Some are 
new teachers who discover what they have to offer to our children in the classroom (and sometimes, to their 
own kids who are in attendance).  The blessing I have received by this year's experience is to watch EVERYONE 
grow and  display their talents (kids and adults).  This is what inspires me as your DRE. 
  
Susan Galle-Boyko   
 
P.S.—Our school age service project recipient, The Erie Area Rabbit and Rescue Society (EARS), desperately 
needs paper towels.  If you have some to spare, please drop them in the donation box in classroom C under 
the counter. The box is clearly labelled for donations.  Thank you. 
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Adult Ed 

Beginning at noon on 
April 9 Adult Ed will meet 
to discuss race. We will 

use three books as              
reference materials: The 

New Jim Crow by 
Michelle Alexander, Just 

Mercy by Bryan              
Stevenson, and Between 

the World and Me by          
Ta-Nehisi Coates.  

 
We will meet on the                  
second and fourth           

Sunday of each month at 
noon. It is anticipated 

that our study will extend 
through May and           

perhaps into June.      
Please note that this is a 

change in dates and 
times from previous         

announcements.  
 

Other source materials 
may be added. We are 

announcing this early in 
order to give everyone 

enough time to read 
these very good books. If 
you have questions, call 
Jim Wise 814-796-3115. 

5 

  
 Snow Towards Evening 
 
 Suddenly the sky turned gray, 
 The day, 
 Which had been bitter and chill, 
 Grew soft and still. 
 Quietly 
 From some invisible blossoming tree 
 Millions of petals cool and white 
 Drifted and blew 
 Lifted and flew, 
 Fell with the falling night 
. 
 ~Melville Cane 
 

Big News from The Caring Team! 
 
THE MINION HAS RETURNED 
The minion is collecting money for dinners for Our Neighbor’s Place and lunches for 
the Upper Room. If you choose to donate to these projects, make the check out to 
UUCE or donate cash. Our team delivered eight dinners to the overflow shelter, Our 
Neighbor’s Place, and have four more to go. 
 
LUNCHES FOR THE UPPER ROOM 
On New Year’s Day, Janet and Howard Krack organized an assembly line to make bag 
lunches for The Upper Room.  They were able to deliver 75 bag lunches to the Upper 
Room.  The Caring Team thought that was such a great idea that we have decided to 
try making bag lunches for the Upper Room  on the second Sunday of each month, 
except for February, which will be the third Sunday. After the service on February 19, 
we will set up an assembly line and people from the congregation, who choose to, 
may work together to pack the lunches that we will deliver early Monday                 
morning.  When I talked with Dr. Taylor, director of the Upper Room, and he said 
they have a great need for lunches on Monday.  
 
VALENTINES FOR FRIENDS 
Sunday, February 5, we are having a Valentine Blitz.  While you enjoy the pot luck 
and conversation with friends, on your table you will find addresses and Valentine 
cards.  Please fill one out and address it, and the Caring Team will mail all the cards.    

February Caring News 

tel:(814)%20796-3115


What Do You Love? 

Members of the                  
Membership Committee 
and Inspire Team met on 
Wednesday, January 
18.   In the spirit of               
inspiring others and                
bringing people together, 
we would like to invite 
you to participate in the 
"What Do You Love"              
social hour after the            
service on February 12. 
 
The tables in the Olympia 
Brown room will be                
labeled with different             
topics. These topics can be 
anything from 'nature', 
'movies', 'history', 'music', 
'city living'.......the list goes 
on. 
 
We invite you to choose a 
table with a topic you            
enjoy and socialize with 
people who share an            
interest with you. Even if 
you aren't much of a              
talker, just listening to    
others talk about what 
they enjoy can be                
refreshing. 
 
So please join us.   We look 
forward to a lovely after-
noon. 
 
A bird doesn't sing because 

it has an answer, it sings          
because it has a song.            

~Maya Angelou  

  
 

Looking for smiling faces to usher for Sunday services! 
 
If you have a pleasant disposition and enjoy spreading joy,  please                 
contact me at 881-8753 or email  nnette58@gmail.com to express 
your interest.  We’ll discuss the few things ushers are  responsible for, 
and how we can work together on a schedule that will facilitate your 
talents.  Thanks!   
 
~Annette Kruscewicz 
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Volunteer Opportunities 

 

Once again, we will celebrate our Souper Bowl of caring on February 

5 during potluck.  Please bring a soup or other dish to share, and 

also bring your donations of non-perishable food items, toiletries, 

personal hygiene items, household  cleaners and laundry products 

to ensure the West Millcreek Food Pantry can continue its important 

work of serving our community. 

 

 

During the service, don't forget to use the small yellow                         

envelopes to make your monetary donation to                                          

West Millcreek Food Pantry.  

 

 

Checks are made out to UUCE, with West Millcreek Food                   

Pantry on the memo line.  

mailto:nnette58@gmail.com


7 

Anne McCarthy, OSB, is coordinator of Benedictines for Peace, a staff member of Benetvision 
(www.joanchittister.org) and Monasteries of the Heart (www.monasteriesoftheheart.org), and leads retreats on 
nonviolence and feminist spirituality.  She is president of the board of the International Monastic Interreligious            
Dialogue.  She was one of 85 invited participants to the “Nonviolence and Just Peace: Contributing to the Catholic 
Understanding of and Commitment to Nonviolence” conference co-sponsored by the Pontifical Council for Justice 
and Peace and Pax Christi International in Rome, April 2016.  The work product of that conference is the basis for 
the 2017 World Day of Peace message. 

Biography of our Guest Speaker on  February 26   

On  Saturday, February 11 from 10 a.m. – 12 noon. Rev Beth is facilitating a brief             

Worship Associate Training.    

You do not need to be a member of the Sunday Services Committee,                                        

nor is there an expectation of joining.    

We will go over what it takes to plan a service, how to work with the microphone,                 

and other expectations and logistics.    

Contact Rev. Beth at:  minister@uuerie.org if you are interested in participating.  

 

          Please call the church office to sign up by Sunday, February 5.   

Worship Associate Training  

Adult RE with the book Moral Ground has Wrapped Up 

There is nothing planned for the month of January, but the possibility of meeting in            

February to read and discuss The Book of Joy/Lasting Happiness in a Changing World.   

This is the book by the Dalai Lama and Desmond Tutu that was introduced at the                     

December 4 service , "Choosing Joy" .   

If anyone has an interest, please email Liz Yount at dharmasis07@gmail.com  

We could all use a little light as the winter weather continues into February :-) 

http://www.joanchittister.org/
http://www.monasteriesoftheheart.org/
mailto:minister@uuerie.org
mailto:dharmasis07@gmail.com


 

Secretary: 

Joanne Davis                               

Office Hours:  

Mondays 8-11 a.m., 

Tues, Wed & Thurs                               

8 a.m. until 1 p.m.,               

Fridays 8 a.m.—noon 

Leave Voice Messages   

814-864-9300 

Please direct all mail to:   

P.O. Box 3495, Erie, PA 16508 

We’re On The 

Web! 

uuerie.org 

The Beacon is published monthly.   

We welcome your suggestions  

and submissions.   

The deadline for articles for the             

March issue is                                                  

Saturday, February 18.                                 

Send submissions to:                                 

Joanne@uuerie.org. 

Beacon Editor/Layout:  Joanne Davis 

Content Review: Dr. Regis T. Sabol 

Board Liaison:  Mary Zuck 

To receive future newsletters via                 

e-mail link or through the mail, please 

register with Joanne at  864-9300 or    

Joanne@uuerie.org.                                   

Remember, you must register                                           

to receive a newsletter.                        

UUCE Thursday Email Updates 

Every Thursday an update of UUCE events and 

news for the week is sent out via email. 

If you would like to be included on the UUCE email 

mailing list, please contact  Joanne@uuerie.org 

before 9:30  a.m. Thursdays.  

@uuerie 
"Please join our Facebook 

page, Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation of Erie! Here 

you can find Sunday Service 
announcements, upcoming 

events, conversations, 
words of inspiration and 

much more." 
For  additional information, 

please contact Kristin 

Maguire at 

(krisspins@aol.com). 

February Birthdays   

04—Bob Cullen    27—Annette Wise 

06—Judy Morley   28—Jessica Makowski 

13—Danieh Foltz 

16—Julie Magure 

17—Shannon Zuck 

18—Lily Maguire 

19—Jared Cedzo 

21—Bonnie Sykes 

24—Rhys Oak Horton-Bowen 

 

Service Attendance: 

12/04/16—Choosing Joy—Video lecture by Arvid Straube—50 adults. 

12/11/16—Chalica Celebration—RE Program—51 adults, 19 children. 

12/18/16—Why Not Christmas? - Rev. Beth Marshall—56 adults, 10 children. 

 

 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28     

February 2017 

Membership        

Discussions During 

Social Hour 

Sunday                

Service  

10:30 a.m. 

Worship                        

Associate Training  

10 a.m.—Noon 

Sunday Service  

10:30 a.m.                   

Potluck after the 

service.                     

Souper Bowl            

Sunday! 

Sunday Service  

10:30 a.m. 

Sunday Service  

10:30 a.m. 

Buddhist Sang-

ha 7 p.m. 

 

Erie Moot 7 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha 

7 p.m. 

 

PFLAG 7 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha 

7 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha 

7 p.m. 

Homeschool 

Group 12-2 p.m. 

Homeschool 

Group 12-2 p.m. 

Homeschool 

Group 12-2 p.m. 

Homeschool 

Group 12-2 p.m. 

Our Neighbor’s 

Place Dinner 

Prep begins 

5:30 p.m. 

Our Neighbor’s 

Place Dinner 

Prep begins 

5:30 p.m. 
Girl Scouts            

7-8 p.m. 

Girl Scouts            

7-8 p.m. 

Fiber Arts          

Circle 6-9 p.m.  

 

Board of            

Trustees 5 p.m. 

Fiber Arts          

Circle 6-9 p.m. 

Bhakta School 

Meditation 

Event 6-10 

p.m.  

Memory Café    

1-3 p.m. 

Memory Café    

1-3 p.m. 

Atheist and             

Agnostic                    

Community                

6:30 p.m. 

Atheist and             

Agnostic                    

Community                

6:30 p.m. 

Atheist and             

Agnostic                    

Community                

6:30 p.m. 

Atheist and             

Agnostic                    

Community                

6:30 p.m. 

Alcoholics 

Anonymous 

8:30 a.m. 

Alcoholics 

Anonymous 

8:30 a.m. 

Alcoholics 

Anonymous 

8:30 a.m. 

Alcoholics 

Anonymous 

8:30 a.m. 

Whispering Lake 

Grove Rite of          

Offering 5 p.m. 

QiGong and 

Tai Chi 9-10 

a.m. 

QiGong and 

Tai Chi 9-10 

a.m. 

QiGong and 

Tai Chi 9-10 

a.m. 

QiGong and 

Tai Chi 9-10 

a.m. 

Upper Room Lunch              

Prep. during social               

hour 

Sunday          

Services          

Meeting                 

4:30 p.m. 


